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October 11, 1848, to April 25, 1849
The minutes of the Volksvergadering or Peoples' Assembly, the Holland Colony.
In Dutch. The Holland Museum, the Joint Archives, T88-0285.
Printed in de Grondwet by Gerrit Van Schelven, 1912. The Holland Museum, the Joint
Archives of Holland, T88-0234.
A translation of the minutes by an unknown person but retyped by Barbara Lampen in the
1980s, the Van Schelven papers, Box 6, file 87, T88-0234.
A handwritten transcription of the minutes in Dutch by Frances Vander Mey, the Bentley
Library, University of Michigan.
A handwritten translation of the minutes by Frances Vander Mey, the Bentley Library,
University of Michigan.
A handwritten paper, 70 pages in length, by Frances Vander Mey based on the minutes
done for a course she took with Dr. Lewis Vander Velde, Professor of History, University
of Michigan. The paper is entitled, "A Study of the History of Holland, Michigan, from
October 11, 1848, to April 25, 1849, as Reflected in the Minutes of the People's
Assembly. The paper is dated December 4, 1943. The Benthley Library, University of
Michigan.

Dear Elton,
lam working here at 7:30 PM on June the 19th, and have "De Grondwet" or "De
volksvergaderingen" in front of me.
You wrote that there were two translations; one by an unknown person, retyped by
Barbara Lampen, and one by Frances VanderMey. Miss VanderMey did a good job on
the transcript — it seems (I do not have the original document, so I do not know for sure),
but the translation by the unknown person is, at times, pretty sloppy.
A few examples:
Art. 4 should read:
"Those present were asked to bring forward — in order — topics for the discussion. These
were as follows:
Verhorst wishes to speak about school education and a road to the log-church.
Van de Luyster: If the law grants Mr. Post to be absent for such a long time. Second,
about the orphanage. Third, about the school.
Van der Haar: Concern about the Trustees.
Stokking: On the freedom of pigs.
Binnenkant: On a gathering place for meetings and school.
And Schrader: On the bridge, across the River.
Beginning of article 7 should read:
"The first issue by Van de Luyster was discussed at this time. After a lot of discussion
considering the difficulties and damaging effects of his absence, it was concluded that he
was allowed to be absent, since there was always a person who could take his place and
since it was considered an honorary position.
Many of the other articles in that first meeting were correct.
I read the transcript of that particular meeting by Miss Vander Mey and the one that was
printed in "Historische Schetsen uit het Koloniale Leven." There are some minor
differences between the two. For example, Miss Vander Mey does not mention Mr.
Post's name, and she does not insert an Article 6. The printed version seems to be more
streamlined in this matter. I would suggest that, if you want me to re-translate parts of
this document, I will follow the printed version and occassionaly compare it to Miss
Vander Mey's version.
Let me know what you think of it!
Simone Kennedy
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